ST. CHARLES LWANGA

THE LANTERN
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

154 Years of Emancipation

February 5, 2017

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2017
Haiti Meal after Mass
KPC Ladies Auxiliary Meeting
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2017
6:00 People of the Nativity-Listening Session
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017
11:30 DAC
6:00 Choir Rehearsal
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017
9:00 FEMA Gathering
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2017
6:00 DRIVE Core Team Meeting – 4800
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2017
10:00 Christian Service Commission -4800
11:00 Pre-Valentine Brunch

Rev. Theodore K. Parker, Pastor
Rev. Mr. Douglas Jackson, Deacon
Brendall Johnson, Pastoral Associate
Angela Thomas-Weldon, Pastoral Associate
Patricia Dixon, Director Religious Education
Joanna Powell Minister of Music
Carmen Smithe, Business Manager
Sandra Hill, receptionist
Allison Thompson, Gym & Hall Manager
Sr. Mary Ellen Thomas - Pastoral Volunteer

Bulletin
Send articles and flyers (.doc or .pdf format) by 6:00
p.m. Wednesday evening to
stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com PLEASE NOTE
“LANTERN” IN SUBJECT LINE

Website: saintcharleslwanga.org
Donations accepted by check or on our website
Make checks payable to: St. Charles Lwanga
JUST A THOUGHT
Love God, love self and love your neighbor as
you love your self

Cecilia Site

Leo Site

10400 Stoepel
Detroit, MI 48204
Phone (313) 933-6788
Fax (313) 933-1439
Sunrise Prayer Sunday 6:00 a.m. in
the Rectory

4860 15th St.
Detroit, MI 48208
Phone (313) 894-0357
Fax: (313) 894-1172

Ceciliaville, Sam Washington
Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
(Please call ahead)
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00
p.m. (Rectory St. Cecilia Site)

St. Leo Soup Kitchen Aaron
(Chris) Williams, Supervisor
(313) 897-6565 - 11:30-12:30
Tuesday through Saturday

SALT OF THE EARTH AND LIGHT OF THE WORLD
CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH
WE ARE HERE TO HEAL OUR PARISH FAMILY
It should be clear by now, and your presence assures me, that
we are intent upon being active and loving disciples of Jesus. We
have been brought along with Matthew’s church assembly that it is
Jesus who is the leader of our lives; and that, as we heard his
message last week, we are to be kind and forgiving of each other.
What does it mean to be salt?
At Christmas time, I read a wonderful article by Anthony Bradley, a scientist by first
intention and a theologian by life’s dedication, on the meaning of Matthew 5:13-16—Salt
and Light. (see Christianity Today 10:2016) Today is the day when I could put some of his
thoughts into the mix of our situation here.
Initially we need to remember that in ancient times and, in the time of Jesus, salt
was different than the Morton salt we use at our tables. Back in those days there were
kinds of salts used for fertilizing the land….” he (Elisha) went out to the spring and threw
salt into it saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: I have purified this water. Never again shall death
or sterility come from it. And the water has stayed pure men to this day…” In Our Lord’s
day salts “were mixtures of various calories of sodium, magnesium and potassium with
small amounts of calcium sulfate (gypsum).”
The point of this article was that salt has the proper of keeping dunghills from rotting
(can you imagine that?) and its agricultural use was well known. Even today salt has its
use. The Philippine Coconut Authority recently released a technology guide sheet for the
better growth of coconuts.
But our concern is that Jesus is presenting to his disciples the reality that they must
be the growth agents of his Kingdom and the light that will inspire others to know him.
Like disciples of old (in Matthew 5:38-42; Matt 5:43-48; Matt 7:1-5; Matt 18:15-20,
etc.) we too have offended various members of our own faith community. Our community,
if we are to be a light to others, has to learn how to be a fertilizing agent to others. If we
have hurt the feelings of one another we must ask and seek forgiveness. There is
no exude because the love of God cannot exist in a community based on love where love
is absent.
We need to practice how to be salty. How can we overlook the hurt of the past and
so help other see the freedom one gains from learning how to weave hurts into knots of
peace and love. While not easy, it remains to be the most satisfying thing we can do. We
realize we have a vital role to play in the world through their good deeds. We exist “to
glory the heavenly Father.” (Matt 5:16) and to be the “praise of his glory.”
(Ephesians 1:12)

St. Charles Lwanga Eucharist Celebration
February 5, 2017
th
5 Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass intention: African American Families
In honor of Black History Month, Fr. Parker’s homily today will be about Healing in the African American
Family. All will be called to the altar after the homily for healing – mentally, physically, and spiritually.
PROCESSION
LORD HAVE MERCY
GLORIA
OPENING PRAYER
First Reading: Isaiah 58:7-10
Thus says the LORD: Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless; clothe the
naked when you see them, and do not turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your wound shall quickly be healed; your vindication shall go before you, and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear
guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer, you shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I am! If you remove
from your midst oppression, false accusation and malicious speech; if you bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy
the afflicted; then light shall rise for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday.
Psalm Response: Psalm 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
The just man is a light in darkness to the upright
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity of words
or of wisdom. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. I came to you
in weakness and fear and much trembling, and my message and my proclamation were not with persuasive words of
wisdom, but with a demonstration of Spirit and power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power
of God.
ALLELUIA
Verse before the Gospel
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16
Jesus said to his disciples: "You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?
It is no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A city set on
a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand,
where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your heavenly Father."
HOMILY
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
OFFERTORY
COMMUNION:

MEDITATION:
RECESSIONAL:

LECTOR/COMMENTATOR/EME SCHEDULE
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Commentator: Marissa Hill
Lectors: Latryce Jenkins and Stacey Jones-Brown
Ministers of Eucharist: front: Karen Brustman and
Natasha Talbert back: Girlie Gideon and Rhonda Watkins

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Commentator: Latryce Jenkins
Lector: Vivian King and Jillian Bell
Minister of Eucharist: Front: Sandra Hill and Rhonda
Watkins
Back: Pam Curson and Marissa Hill

The signup sheet for Lector, Commentator and Minister of Eucharist is now available. This includes Ash
Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. Please make sure you sign up for
the days you are available.

JUST A REMINDER
ARTICLES FOR THE
LANTERN ARE DUE BY
FRIDAY AT NOON.
ARTICLES RECEIVED.
The Lantern for February 19th will
be printed early. Articles for that
edition DUE TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 13TH BY NOON
Coy Davis and Whatever Happened to
Idlewild?
Wednesday, February 15 at 7 PM,
Livonia Civic Center Library Auditorium,
32777 Five Mile. Idlewild was a vacation
destination for tens of thousands of African
Americans from the 1920's to the 1960's. At
its peak, this resort community boasted
hundreds of black-owned businesses and
thousands of residents, flourishing at a time
when Jim Crow laws were in place. In honor
of Black History Month, Coy Davis, director of
The documentary Whatever Happened to
Idlewild? will present his film and discuss the
history, fate and significance of Idlewild.
Program is free and registration is not
required.

SAVE THE DATE!
The Black Catholic Women's
Conference will be on May 6,
2017 at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary! The keynote speaker
this year will be Leesa
Hansknecht, Owner of Verdurous
Me Wellness Center.
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
In celebration of Black History
Month, we would like for
everyone to come dressed in
African attire for the February
26, 2017 Mass. Stay tuned for
more information about out
celebration!

PARISH FLYERS
TO ALL PARISH MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS: All flyers for parish events will
be produced by the Communications Committee. Please submit the following form to
stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com. This is an effort for all information regarding out parish
to be uniform and professional looking. Information about our events will not only be in
our Lantern but on the web and submitted to various media outlets. We are currently
working on creating flyers for the events that were approved at the Calendar Meeting.
Thank you so much for your help in this matter.

Flyer Submission Form
Name of Event: ___________________________________________________________________
Date(s) of Event: __________________________________________________________________
Location of Event: _________________________________________________________________
Time(s) of Event: _________________________________________________________________
Price: ___________________________________________________________________________
Hosting Ministry/Organization:_______________________________________________________
Contact Person(s) and Phone Number(s): _____________________________________________
Purpose of Event/Description:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Theme (if applicable):
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

African American Family: Confronting the Lie of Black Inferiority
Enola G. Aird
Excerpted from: Enola G. Aird, Toward a Renaissance for the African American Family: Confronting the Lie of Black Inferiority, 58
Emory Law Journal 7-21 (Fall 2008) (64 foototes omitted)

How do we extinguish--once and for all--the lie of black inferiority that continues to undermine the ability of black
people to love themselves and to love each other? That, in my view, is the hardest question regarding law, religion, and
the African-American family that will have to be faced over the next twenty-five years.
Like all families in the United States today, black families are facing profound challenges. Marriage rates are low.
Divorce rates and the rates of births to unmarried women are high. These and other disturbing trends are especially
pronounced in the black community. African-American families, in addition, carry the weight of unique challenges that are
grounded in the past, but still reverberate today.
The black family has been under siege for centuries. Black people in the United States endured more than two
hundred years of family-crushing enslavement and another hundred years of humiliation under Jim Crow. Even with the
dramatic changes brought about by the movement for civil rights, continuing racial and economic discrimination (and, until
recently, family-dividing welfare policies) have put black and white families on vastly unequal footings.
In spite of these difficulties, an amazing number of black people have managed to succeed. But the constant
assaults have worn many families down. The results show up plainly in the data. In 2006, nearly 80% of births to black
women were out of wedlock. Approximately 35% of black children live with two parents, compared with 84% of Asian
children, 76% of white children, and 66% of Hispanic children. Black children, who make up about 15% of all children
under the age of eighteen in the United States, account for 32% of the children in foster care. Black males are far more
likely than other males to be incarcerated. Although differences among women are smaller than they are among men,
black females are more likely than other females to be incarcerated. Too many black families are in crisis. Too many black
children are facing bleak prospects.
Against this backdrop, it may come as something of a surprise that, in addressing the subject of the AfricanAmerican family, I will not focus my attention on the importance of promoting healthy marriages in the black community.
Nor will I focus on the need to strengthen relationships between African-American fathers and their children, or the
importance of strengthening couples' communication skills, or mothers' and fathers' parenting skills. Nor will I address the
need for increased economic opportunities and other supports for black people, especially black men. For the record, I
believe that we need all of these initiatives--and more--to strengthen the African-American family. But we also need
something much deeper. I want to focus on what I believe to be the most important thing that we must do to pave the way
for a rebirth for African-American families: to extinguish the lie of black inferiority.
Slavery and Jim Crow are gone. The civil rights movement has opened many doors of opportunity. But the lie of
black inferiority, the most devastating and longest-lasting consequence of the enslavement and colonization of African
people, remains with us. The lie of black inferiority says that black people are not as beautiful, not as lovable, not as
intelligent, not as capable, not as worthy as white people, or any other people, for that matter. The lie was first told
centuries ago to justify the dehumanization and subjugation of African people. For about three hundred fifty years, it has
shaped other people's views of black people, and it has shaped our views of ourselves. The lie has hit at the very heart of
the black family throughout the course of American history by undercutting our abilities to form healthy self-images and to
create the healthy, nurturing relationships, marriages, and families that we and our children so desperately need.
The point is simple: if you love yourself, you are more likely to be able to love other people. If you have a healthy
regard for yourself, you are more likely to believe that you are entitled to good things and you will be better able to build
healthy, nurturing relationships. People who believe, at some level, that they are not as beautiful, not as lovable, not as
intelligent, not as worthy, will find it hard to love themselves and the other people who look like them. They will find it hard
to build nurturing relationships and families.
I am referring to what educator Robert Franklin calls "the love deficit." Psychiatrist Alvin Poussaint and journalist
Amy Alexander call it "self-loathing." Sociologist Joy DeGruy Leary describes it as "vacant esteem." Whatever we call it, I
believe that a sense of not being fully worthy is at the core of what is ailing too many black people and families. There is,
as theologian Cornel West has described it, a "nihilism" in black America, "a disease of the soul" in which too many of us
are "coping with a life of . . . lovelessness" that can only be "tamed by love and care." A growing body of evidence
suggests that the lie of black inferiority negatively affects black people's sense of self-worth and efficacy, undermines
relationships between black men and women and between parents and children, limits black children's possibilities, and
contributes to destructive behaviors in the black community.
Let me be clear. This is not about "blaming the victim." This is not about the past. It is very much about the
present. It is about a destructive lie that still lingers; a lie that must be extinguished to make way for a healthier and
stronger future for the African-American family. Black people are not responsible for the lie, but we must assume primary
responsibility for its eradication--so that we and our descendants can, at last, be free. Free to fully love ourselves and free
to fully love each other.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
February
5
Annie Peoples
10
Fr. Theodore Parker
11
Travae Jones

Please remember to send your
birthday to:
stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com or
place your name on the birthday
calendar (see Angela after Mass) so
that it can be published in the
Lantern. Are you reaching that
MILESTONE BIRTHDAY?! Let us
know. We have something very
special for you. Are you one of very
special people of wisdom (90+) let
us know that as well.
We also want the celebrate wedding
anniversaries! Please send your
name and anniversary date to the
email above or see Angela ThomasWeldon.

Readings week of
February 5, 2017
5th Sunday
In
Ordinary Time
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
6th Sunday
In
Ordinary Time

IS 58:7-10
1 COR 2:1-5
MT 5:13-16
GN1:1-19
MK 6:53-56
GN 1:20—2:4A
MK 7:1-13
GN 2:4B-9, 15-17
MK 7:14-23
GN 2:18-25
MK 7:24-30
GN 3:1-8
MK 7:31-37
GN 3:9-24
MK 8:1-10
SIR 15:15-20
1 COR 2:6-10
MT 5:17-37

Dominic Shearer

PRAYER REQUESTS
We would love to hear from those
who have requested prayers for
their special needs or the needs of
loved ones. Please send a short
note to
stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com and
let us know.
SPECIAL NEEDS
Tenel M. Goff
Leon Dixon Sr.
Ron Dale
Kenneth Lenox
Karen Brustman
Karen Wilson
Gwendolyn Boyd
Bailee Lowry
Loretta Bunn
Ruby Ashley
Sr. Catherina Bereiter
Christine Darling
Amanda Marzouga
Marie Kpodo
Bernice Brown
Marcia Burns
Toya Caldwell
Roxanne Conely
Carol Rose Dixon
Ruby Dunson
Kim Harton
Mikal Hill
Marissa C. Hill
Stacey Jones-Brown
Anita Kent
Mara Malcolm
Justin Malone
Elizabeth Williams
Mardis and Henderson Family
Willie Murray Sr.
Allie Shears
Michael Shearer
Virginia Sterling
Denise Hayes
Carol Evans
Kelli City
Scherhera Shearer

MILITARY SERVICE
Jimmy Johnson
Sgt. Terrin Russell
Justen (Thomas) Anderson
Joshua Thomas (deployed)
SICK & HOMEBOUND
John Humphrey
Rene Bascombe
Griffey Lewis Huble
Dorothy Farmer
Ollie Johnson
Tyra White
Bobbie Safford
James Fryer
David Gaines
Joseph Williams
Darryl Blyther
Wynetta Sears
Azora Chapman
Ryan Daniels
Caesar Leonard
Leo Kohanski
Essie Brown
Marie Jones
Jane Logan
Phyllis McKinney
Justin Edward Pollard
Ronald Scott
Lorraine Wells
Beverly Wheeler
Marcelina Bandico
David Nesbitt
Brian Dreer
Jeanette Bergholtz
Craig King
Kirtis Thomas
Annie Ellis
Marishia Gipson
Heather Quaine
Mark Blyther
Ed Wohlford

Halabu Law Group, PC

Specializing in business transactions
and lawsuits, landlord-tenant,
employment, bankruptcy,
and debt collection. We
also provide title insurance
and notary services.
Contact Peter Halabu,
Attorney at Law
248-559-5999 or peter@halabu.net.

