ST. CHARLES LWANGA

THE LANTERN
Second Sunday of Advent

153 Years of Emancipation

December 4, 2016

DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec. 8, 2016
6:00 Mass at Cecilia Site Chapel
December 10, 2016
– Parish Picnic Potluck
Christian Service Commission
Meeting
December 18th – 10:00 Mass at St.
Cecilia Site (this day ONLY)
Christmas Play and
Children’s Christmas Store
December 24th – 12:00 a.m.
Midnight Mass
December 25th – 10:00 Christmas
Day Mass
January 1st – 10:00 New Year’s
Day Mass
January 2nd – Soup Kitchen Service

Rev. Theodore K. Parker, Pastor
Rev. Mr. Douglas Jackson, Deacon
Brendall Johnson, Pastoral Associate
Angela Thomas-Weldon, Pastoral Associate
Patricia Dixon, Director Religious Education
Joanna Powell Minister of Music
Carmen Smithe, Business Manager
Sandra Hill, receptionist
Allison Thompson, Gym & Hall Manager
Sr. Mary Ellen Thomas - Pastoral Volunteer

Bulletin
Send articles and flyers (.doc or .pdf format) by 6:00
p.m. Wednesday evening to
stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com PLEASE NOTE
“LANTERN” IN SUBJECT LINE

Website: saintcharleslwanga.org
Donations accepted by check or on our website
Make checks payable to: St. Charles Lwanga
JUST A THOUGHT
“Whatever we are waiting for - peace of mind, contentment,
grace, the inner awareness of simple abundance - it will
surely come to us, but only when we are ready to receive it
with an open and grateful heart.”
― Sarah Ban Breathnach

Cecilia Site

Leo Site

10400 Stoepel
Detroit, MI 48204
Phone (313) 933-6788
Fax (313) 933-1439
Sunrise Prayer Sunday 6:00 a.m. in
the Rectory

4860 15th St.
Detroit, MI 48208
Phone (313) 894-0357
Fax: (313) 894-1172

Ceciliaville, Sam Washington
Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
(Please call ahead)
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00
p.m. (Rectory St. Cecilia Site)

St. Leo Soup Kitchen Aaron
(Chris) Williams, Supervisor
(313) 897-6565 - 11:30-12:30
Tuesday through Saturday

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ARE WE BEARING GOOD FRUIT?
ISAIAH reminds us that “On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse…the root
of Jesse set up as a signal for the nations, the Gentiles will seek [God’s] glorious dwelling.” And in the
Gospel today John the Baptist calls the Pharisees and the Sadducees a “brood of vipers” because
their pious ways did not bring forth a change of heart, that is to say real spiritual fruit.
ON SUNDAY November 20th Pope Francis formally ended the Year of Mercy, signing a
lengthy statement and meeting with a number of people who were crucial in the working out the
particular objectives of the Year of Mercy. The prime reason for establishing this Year of Mercy was
to remind the whole church that sin, personal or communal is never what God remembers about his
people. The Pope wrote: “Even before the revelation of sin, there is the revelation of the love by which God created the world
and human beings. His love always precedes us, accompanies us and remains with us, despite our sin.” He goes on to say that
“God places no roadblocks in the way of those who seek him with a contrite heart, because he goes out to meet everyone like a
father.” There was a particular concern about the family “The beauty of the faculty endures unchanged, despite so many
problems and alternative proposals. The grace of the sacrament of marriage not only strengthens the family to be a privileged
place for practicing mercy, but also commits the Christian community and all its pastoral activity to uphold the great positive
value of the family.”
WITH THE difficulty of this past election—for some— and with the usual confusions, misunderstandings and sin that
goes on among us, the Pope said: “the experience of mercy enables us to regard all human problems from the standpoint of
God’s love which never tires of welcoming and accompanying, revert in situations marked by the failure of sin. Our life, with its
joys and sorrows, is something unique and unrepeatable that takes place under the merciful gaze of God.” Our Holy Father
never tired of preaching about the necessity of forgiveness. Our own Archbishop some weeks ago led a liturgy at the Cathedral
about forgiveness and how the Church is repentant. “Nothing if what a repentant sinner places before God’s mercy can be
excluded from the embrace of his forgiveness. For this reason, none of us has the right to make forgiveness conditional.”
POPE FRANCIS, making it clear that the Year of Mercy does not end has challenged the universal church in the
following ways:
1.

Calling the bible the great story of the marvels of God’s mercy, Pope Francis also asked every Catholic parish in the
world to set aside at least one Sunday a year to promote reading, studying and praying with the Scriptures. Teaching
people the “Lectio Divina” (a simple practice of reading, praying, thinking and putting Scripture into practice) gives rise
to concede ventures and works of charity.”

2.

Every 33rd Sunday of the Year will be called The World Day of the Poor is to be celebrated. It will be a day to help
communities and each of the baptized to reflect on howl poverty is at the very heart of the Gospel and that, as long as
Lazarus lies at the door of our homes, there can be no justice or social peace.”

3.

There will be celebrated in all the churches “24HOURS FOR THE LORD” near the 4th Sunday of Lent. Churches are to
be open for 24 hours for reconciliation and for Eucharistic adoration.

WE ARE to be intimate disciples of Jesus and as such we are to be people of forgiveness and people who put into
practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. Have we borne good fruit? As we hasten toward the day of the Lord’s birth,
are we living a fruitful spiritual life?
——————————————————————————————————————————————
DECEMBER 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation, Feast of the Immaculate Conception. There will be a 6 pm Mass at the chapel of St
Cecilia site.
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: JOYFULLY WE AWAIT HIS COMING
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: LET THE LORD ENTER, HE IS THE KING OF GLORY

St. Charles Lwanga Eucharist Celebration
December 4, 2016
Second Sunday of Advent
Mass intention: Curtis Trusel by Loving Sister
PROCESSION
LIGHTING
LORD HAVE MERCY
OPENING PRAYER
First Reading: Isaiah 1-10
On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The
spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel and of
strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by
appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide, but he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide
aright for the land’s afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.
Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the young
lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them. The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, together
their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child
lay his hand on the adder’s lair. There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be
filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the sea. On that day, the root of Jesse, set up as a signal
for the nations, the Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glorious.
Psalm Response: Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever.
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9
Brothers and sisters:
Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant
you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I say that Christ
became a minister of the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but
so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: Therefore, I will praise you among the
Gentiles and sing praises to your name.
ALLELUIA
Verse before the Gospel
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Gospel2: Matthew 3:1-12
John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said: A voice of one crying out in
the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair and
had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At that time Jerusalem, all Judea,
and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan
River as they acknowledged their sins.
When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God
can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with water,
for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand. He will clear his threshing floor
and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

HOMILY
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
OFFERTORY
COMMUNION:
MEDITATION:
RECESSIONAL:
LECTOR/COMMENTATOR/EME SCHEDULE
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Commentator: Marissa Hill
Lectors: Joyce Broden and Lenora Trusel
Ministers of Eucharist: front: : Pam Curson and Karen
Brustman
Divide: Jackie Morgan-Hill and Natasha Tolber
NOTE: If you are a Commentator, Lector or Minister of
Eucharist and have not been on the schedule to serve please
give your name to Marissa Hill

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2017
SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE
DAY
9:00A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
The next ushers meeting, is
scheduled for Saturday
December 17, 2016 starting
at 10:00 AM. (This is a
different Saturday than
normal.) It will be held at St.
Cecelia's rectory.

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Commentator: Latryce Jenkins
Lectors: Keith Pollard and Ed Williams
Ministers of Eucharist: front: Sandra Hill and Girlie
Gideon
Divide: Michelle Hill and Gloria Peoples

SILENT PRAYZE
MIME MINISTRY……

If you love to praise the Lord the mime
ministry is looking for YOU! The mime
uses gestures rather than words as a form
of expression mime. You can join the
ministry if you are between the ages of 7 –
17. Rehearsal starts on December 10th at
9:00 am in the rectory. No experience is
necessary. All are welcome! For further
information see Ms. Farria after Mass.

“Praise him with the timbrel and dance:
praise him with stringed instruments
and organs.” – KJV Psalm 150:4

St. Charles Lwanga Parish

Dear Parish Family,
November 27, 2016
Please mark your calendars and plan to be a part of our:

ST. CHARLES LWANGA PARISH – “PRE-CHRISTMAS PICNIC”
A PARISH WIDE – AFTERNOON OF FOOD, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP

Who:
ALL – ST. CHARLES LWANGA Parishioners and Family
What:
A Pre-Christmas Picnic and Afternoon of Fellowship
When:
Saturday – December 17, 2016
Time:
4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Where:
St. Cecilia Activity Hall
6340 Stearns
Detroit,
MI 48204
Why:
A time for all parishioners to come together and get to know one
another.
How:
By – Bringing your own “Christmas Picnic Basket” – complete with
food for your family and for sharing.
Need more information? Please see:
Please see: Pam Curson, Dorothea Farria, Bill Samuels, Sandy Schmidt, Alta Sears or Brendall
Johnson.

With warm regards and appreciation,
Fr. Theodore K. Parker
Pastor

St. Charles Lwanga Parish
FEMA Ministry – Presents

Our Annual “Children’s Christmas Store”
Sunday December 18, 2016
12:00 Noon – 2:00 p.m.
St. Cecilia Activity Hall

Store For Children – Age 3 – 12

$ .50 items and $ 1.00 items
Gift Wrapping Station

Concession Stand
 Hot Dogs
 Chips
 Soft Drinks
 Coffee
 Pastry
 Sausage

$ .50
$ .50
$ .50
$ .50
$ .50
$ 1.50

Birthdays
December
5 Howard Brown
Ronald Thomas
Robert Brown II
7 Damar John Ivory
Gladys Thompson
Breja Sterling
Ashton Swinton
8 Angel Chaffin
9 Monte Bascombe
Jean Bruny
Knolly Bascombe
10 Jeanetter Singleton
Joi L. Hunter
Readings week of Dec. 4, 2016
Second
Sunday
Of Advent
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Immaculate
Conception
Friday
Saturday
Third Sunday
Of Advent

IS 11:1-10
ROM 15:4-9
MT 3:1-12
IS 35:1-10
LK 5:17-26
IS 40:1-11
MT 18:12-14
IS 40:25-31
MT 11:28-30
GN 3:9-15, 20
EPH 1:3-6, 11-12
LK 1:26-38
IS 48:17-19
MT 11:16-19
SIR 48:1-4, 9-11
MT 17:9A, 10-13
IS 35:1-6A, 10
JAS 5:7-10
MT 11:2-11

PRAYER REQUESTS
We would love to hear from those who
have requested prayers for their special
needs or the needs of loved ones.
Please send a short note to
athomasweldon@gmail.com and let us
know.
SPECIAL NEEDS
Tenel M. Goff
Leon Dixon Sr.

Ron Dale
Mrs. Eddie Mae Stanley
Kenneth Lenox
Karen Brustman
Karen Wilson
Gwendolyn Boyd
Bailee Lowry
Denise Dunham
Loretta Bunn
Ruby Ashley
Sr. Catherina Bereiter
Christine Darling
Amanda Marzouga
Marie Kpodo
Bernice Brown
Marcia Burns
Toya Caldwell
Roxanne Conely
Carol Rose Dixon
Ruby Dunson
Kim Harton
Mikal Hill
Marissa C. Hill
Stacey Jones-Brown
Anita Kent
Mara Malcolm
Justin Malone
Elizabeth Williams
Mardis and Henderson Family
Willie Murray Sr.
Allie Shears
Michael Shearer
Virginia Sterling
Denise Hayes
Carol Evans
Kelli City
Scherhera Shearer
Dominic Shearer

Azora Chapman
Ryan Daniels
Caesar Leonard
Leo Kohanski
Essie Brown
Marie Jones
Jane Logan
Phyllis McKinney
Justin Edward Pollard
Ronald Scott
Charles Timbers
Lorraine Wells
Beverly Wheeler
Marcelina Bandico
David Nesbitt
Brian Dreer
Jeanette Bergholtz
Craig King
Kirtis Thomas
Annie Ellis
Marishia Gipson
Heather Quaine
Mark Blyther
Ed Wohlford

MILITARY SERVICE
Jimmy Johnson
Sgt. Terrin Russell
Justen (Thomas) Anderson
Joshua Thomas

SICK & HOMEBOUND
Griffey Lewis Huble
Dorothy Farmer
Ollie Johnson
Tyra White
Bobbie Safford
James Fryer
David Gaines
James Evans
Joseph Williams
Darryl Blyther
Wynetta Sears

Trevon won the mid west regionals
championship on November 19th

Halabu Law Group, PC

Specializing in business transactions
and lawsuits, landlord-tenant,
employment, bankruptcy,
and debt collection. We
also provide title insurance
and notary services.
Contact Peter Halabu,
Attorney at Law
248-559-5999 or peter@halabu.net.

