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A Christmas Reminder 
All Christmas envelopes and 

donations collected at the Christmas 
Eve Midnight Mass and Christmas 
Morning Mass are not assessed by 
the Archdiocese. 

That means that all the 
monies collected at those two 
Masses are kept in the Parish for 
Parish needs. This would be a good 
time to make that last donation to the 
Church for tax purposes and help the 

Church budget all at the same time. 
Need to make the donation early because you will be 

out of town. Just put Christmas donation in the memo or 
date it for December 24th or 25th. 

Bulletin 

Send articles and flyers (.doc or .pdf format) by 6:00 

p.m. Wednesday evening to 

stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com PLEASE NOTE 

“LANTERN” IN SUBJECT LINE 
 

Website: saintcharleslwanga.org 

Donations accepted by check or on our website 

Make checks payable to: St. Charles Lwanga 
 

JUST A THOUGHT 
“Humility has such power. Apologies can disarm 
arguments. Contrition can defuse rage. Olive 
branches do more good than battle axes ever 
will.” 
― Max Lucado 

 

 

mailto:stcharleslwanga7@gmail.com


THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

 
 

HEAVENLY FATHER, 

 

MAY WE YOUR PEOPLE, WHO REJOICE WITH 
AN INCONCEIVABLE 

 

JOY THIS DAY CELEBRATE WITH OUR WHOLE 
HEARTS THE BIRTHDAY OF 

 

JESUS WHO IS THE CHRIST. LET JOY AND HOPE 
AND LOVE AND PEACE 

 

BE THE CHIEF ACTIVITY OF OUR LIVES THIS 
DAY AND ALWAYS. AMEN 

 

THINK OF THOSE WARM AND BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMASES of your past.  I 
remember the smells, sounds, sights and feelings of Christmases of the past.  The 
midnight Mass when we altar boys wore those large pressed collars. 

I think of the fun my sister and I had running over next door and upstairs in the 
Marcy projects to see what our friends got and sharing with them what we got as gifts that 
Christmas day. It was the whole world to me and nothing else seemed to matter.  In fact 
no one else did matter to me, then so many many years ago. 

This Christmas I am forced to think of the many children who are not enjoying this 
day.  Some kids somewhere in Detroit for whom this Christmas is not fun.  I am thinking of 
those many children and families in Aleppo, Syria and those many children in South 
Sudan who are experiencing deprivation and yet more war. 
As you and your family rejoice and share in the joy of this day say a little prayer for those 
for whom this day is less than joyous. It will not be a downer but a reminder that we are 
part of this huge Body of Christ everywhere in the world and maybe even in those difficult 
situations a spark of joy, a slight smile, a small warm feeling in someone’s heart will 
remind them that pure love and pure joy came into this world.  After all he is the source of 
our joy. 
 



St. Charles Lwanga Eucharist Celebration 
December 25, 2016 

Christmas Day 
Mass intention: Intentions of Jackie Morgan-Hill 

Cleo Samuels by Loving Family 

 

PROCESSION 

LORD HAVE MERCY 

GLORIA 

OPENING PRAYER 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, 

bearing good news, announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, “Your God is King!” 
Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy, for they see directly, before their eyes, the 

LORD restoring Zion.  Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem!  For the LORD comforts his people, 
he redeems Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his holy arm in the sight of all the nations; all the ends of the 
earth will behold the salvation of our God. 

Psalm Response: Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 
All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
Brothers and sisters: 

In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these 
last days, he has spoken to us through the Son, whom he made heir of all things and through whom he created 
the universe, who is the refulgence of his glory, the very imprint of his being, and who sustains all things by his 
mighty word.  When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my son; this day I have begotten you?  Or again: I 
will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me?  And again, when he leads the firstborn into the world, he 
says: Let all the angels of God worship him. 

ALLELUIA 

Verse before the Gospel 
A holy day has dawned upon us.  Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.  For today a great light has come 
upon the earth. 

Gospel2: John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 

beginning with God.  All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be.  What came to be 
through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.  A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.  The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world came to be 
through him, but the world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept 
him. 

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his 
name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God.  And 
the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s 
only Son, full of grace and truth.  John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The 
one who is coming after me ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’”  From his fullness we have all 
received, grace in place of grace, because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came 



through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God.  The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has 
revealed him. 

HOMILY 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

OFFERTORY 

COMMUNION:  

MEDITATION: 

RECESSIONAL:  
 

LECTOR/COMMENTATOR/EME SCHEDULE 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

Commentator: Marissa Hill 

Lectors: John Humphrey and Jackie Spotts 

Ministers of Eucharist: front: To be determined 

NOTE: If you are a Commentator, Lector or Minister of 
Eucharist and have not been on the schedule to serve please 
give your name to Marissa Hill 

NEXT WEEK’S SCHEDULE –  

Commentator: Angela Sterling 

Lector: 

 and Minister of Eucharist 

 

 
 

THE PARISH COUNCIL 
WISHES EVERYONE A 

BLESSED MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR!  THANK YOU FOR 
ALL THE SUPPORT YOU 
HAVE GIVEN US IN 2016. 



REST IN HEAVEN OUR DEAR SISTER 
JOYCE 

Our 
sister, Joyce 
Broden passed 
away on 
December 22nd.  
Her passing was 
a shock and 
heart breaking.  

Joyce was always there when you needed her.  
In addition to her well known responsibilities for 
the Ladies Auxiliary of Peter Claver, chairing 
the Homecoming Gala committee and leading 
the CSA Campaign, Joyce also gave her time 
volunteering outside the parish.  She will be 
truly missed.   

In memory of Joyce, we would like to 
have all the CSA pledges fulfilled.  We are only 
$50.00 short of our parish goal.  Once that 
amount is paid, any money collected will come 
back to the parish.  Because of Joyce’s tireless 
effort coming in each day and making phone 
calls, contacting parishioners after Sunday 
Mass to fill out their pledge cards, etc. so we 
could make or even surpass the amount of 
money that the Archdiocese required of the 
Parish we have completed this year’s 
campaign successfully since the merger. Also, 
she was in the process of bringing the CSA 
parish records up to date. That her main goal 
was to prove to all that St. Charles Lwanga 
Parish was a viable and needed Parish to the 
City of Detroit. 

Preliminary Funeral arrangements for 
Joyce are as follows: 

Viewing: Thursday, January 5, 2017 
Cole’s Funeral Home 
West Grand Blvd. 
Time to be confirmed 
 
Family Hour and Funeral: 
Friday, January 6, 2017 
St. Charles Lwanga (St. Cecilia Site) 
Time to be confirmed 
 
 
 

 
 



 

December, 2016  
Dear Parish Family, 
 

“We have come this far by Faith” 
What a wonderful time for us to be alive! We have survived the year, experienced Synod 16, had 

a great Tent Revival and managed to pay most of our bills.  How grateful I am for each one of you, and 
together we form and live a parish life.  Thanks be to God for the grace of the Incarnation. 

Our Lord’s becoming human means that He understands our foibles, our difficulties, our complaints, 
our griefs, our disappointments, our deceptions, and our separation from those who are different from us in our 
narrow-mindedness. But due to what the Incarnation means his grace allows us to accept these human 
qualities in ourselves and others. No one else would or could accept this human condition without the reality of 
God’s grace.  This is how we are exceptional as members of the Body of Christ. 

This is a cause of great joy.  Our faults and sins are blotted out because God has sent his Son who 
is our redeemer. 

Rejoice on this day. Bring family together if you have not been together for a long time. As a parish 
let us bring together those who have drifted away from us.  Forge new pathways to peace.  This year is 
the commemoration of the fifty years since the famous Detroit riots.  Think about what our contribution to 
this event might mean for our parish. 

Above all, rejoice that we are free and rejoice that we have this time to spend with all our family and 
friends and parish.  God has given us this time.  Let us enjoy and give thanks. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Fr Theodore K Parker 
Pastor 
 

 



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

2016 Essay Contest 

On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his iconic "I Have A Dream" 
speech, from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom. It was a defining moment of the American Civil Rights Movement. 
Delivered to over two hundred and fifty thousand civil rights supporters, the speech is 

often considered to be one of the greatest and most 
notable speeches in history and was ranked the top 
American speech of the 20th century. According to U.S. 
Representative John Lewis, who also spoke that day as the 
President of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee, "Dr. King had the power, the ability and the 
capacity to transform those steps on the Lincoln Memorial 
into a modern-day pulpit. By speaking the way he did, he 

educated, he inspired, he informed not just the people there, but people throughout 
America and unborn generations." 
As the “unborn generation” referred to in the speech, is Dr. King’s message still 
relevant to your life today? 

Essay Requirements 
 Each student may submit only one (1) essay. 
 Essays must be original, typed, double-spaced. 
 Cover sheet must contain student’s name, school, grade, home phone number, and email 

address. None of this information should be included in the body of the essay. 
 Essays must be the original work of the student.  Parents/teachers/guardians may type or 

write a student’s work verbatim. 
 Grades 1st – 4th: Up to 100 words 

Grades 5th – 8th: Up to 250 words 

Grades 9th – 12th: Up to 500 words 

 Essays will be judged based on organization, content, voice, creativity, grammatical structure 

and overall conformity to the theme. 

Prizes 
Grades 1st – 4th: $10 
Grades 5th – 8th: $25  

Grades 9th – 12th: $50 

Each winner will read their essay during the MLK Celebration at Mass on January 15, 2017.  
 
 
 
 
 



 



Birthdays 

December  

25 Robert Royal 

 Sena Smith 

 Jackie Morgan-Hill 

 Patrick King 

December  

27 Mikki Brown 

28 Mareysa Dawson 

 Rikki Robinson 

29 David Clark 

 Dwayne Hawkins 

 Tracey Elledge 

 Girlie Gideon 

30 Jada Brown 

 Anthony Peacock 

31 Mark Charles 

 Patricia Leach 

 Jean Leach 

 Jean Evans 
 

Readings week of Dec. 25, 2016 
 

Christmas 

Day 

IS 52:7-10 

HEB 1:1-6 

JN 1:1-18 

Monday 
ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59 

MT 10:17-22 

Tuesday 
1 JN 1:1-4 

JN 20:1A AND 2-8 

Wednesday 
1 JN 1:5–2:2 

MT 2:13-18 

Thursday 
1 JN 2:3-11 

LK 2:22-35 

Friday 
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14 

MT 2:13-15, 19-23 

Saturday 
1 JN 2:18-21 

JN 1:1-18 

Solemnity of 

the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, 

the Mother of 

God 

NM 6:22-27 

GAL 4:4-7 

LK 2:16-21 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
We would love to hear from those who 

have requested prayers for their special 

needs or the needs of loved ones.  

Please send a short note to 

athomasweldon@gmail.com and let us 

know. 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
Rene Bascombe 

Tenel M. Goff 

Leon Dixon Sr. 

Ron Dale 

Mrs. Eddie Mae Stanley 

Kenneth Lenox 

Karen Brustman 

Karen Wilson 

Gwendolyn Boyd 

Bailee Lowry 

Denise Dunham 

Loretta Bunn 

Ruby Ashley 

Sr. Catherina Bereiter 

Christine Darling 

Amanda Marzouga  

Marie Kpodo 

Bernice Brown  

Marcia Burns 

Toya Caldwell  

Roxanne Conely  

Carol Rose Dixon 

Ruby Dunson 

Kim Harton  

Mikal Hill  

Marissa C. Hill  

Stacey Jones-Brown  

Anita Kent  

Mara Malcolm 

Justin Malone  

Elizabeth Williams 

Mardis and Henderson Family  

Willie Murray Sr. 

Allie Shears 

Michael Shearer 

Virginia Sterling  

Denise Hayes 

Carol Evans 

Kelli City 

Scherhera Shearer 

Dominic Shearer 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 

Jimmy Johnson 

Sgt. Terrin Russell 

Justen (Thomas) Anderson 

Joshua Thomas  

 

 

SICK & HOMEBOUND 

Griffey Lewis Huble 

Dorothy Farmer 

Ollie Johnson 

Tyra White  

Bobbie Safford 

James Fryer 

David Gaines 

James Evans 

Joseph Williams 

Darryl Blyther 

Wynetta Sears 

Azora Chapman 

Ryan Daniels 

Caesar Leonard 

Leo Kohanski 

Essie Brown 

Marie Jones 

Jane Logan 

Phyllis McKinney 

Justin Edward Pollard 

Ronald Scott 

Charles Timbers 

Lorraine Wells 

Beverly Wheeler 

Marcelina Bandico 

David Nesbitt 

Brian Dreer 

Jeanette Bergholtz 

Craig King 

Kirtis Thomas 

Annie Ellis 

Marishia Gipson 

Heather Quaine 

Mark Blyther 

Ed Wohlford 
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 Halabu Law Group, PC 
Specializing in business transactions 

and lawsuits, landlord-tenant, 
employment, bankruptcy, 
and debt collection. We 

also provide title insurance 
and notary services. 

Contact Peter Halabu, 
Attorney at Law 
248-559-5999 or peter@halabu.net. 

 

 

 

tel:248-559-5999
mailto:peter@halabu.net

